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of comfort and privacy, added to the great difficulty
of housekeeping, and the melancholy with which
Clare's misfortune had infected the whole party,
were all very unfavourable to her.

After staying for three weeks, Clare returned
for a short visit to Florence.    Shelley's letters to
her during her absence afford occasional glimpses,
from which it is easy to infer more, into the state
of affairs atCasa Magni.    Mrs. Williams was "by
no means acquiescent in the present system of
things/'    The plan of having all possessions in
common does not work well in the kitchen; the
respective servants of the two families were always
quarrelling and taking each other s things.    Jane,
who was a good housekeeper, had the defects of
her qualities, and'"pined for her own house and
saucepans."   " It is a pity," remarks Shelley, " that
any one so pretty and amiable should be so selfish."
Not that these matters troubled him much.    Such
little " squalls " gave way to calm, " in accustomed
vicissitude" (to use his own words); and Mrs.
Williams   had   far too  much  tact  to  dwell  on
domestic worries to him.    His own nerves were
for a time shaken and unstrung, but he recovered,
and, after the first, was unusually well.    He was
in love with the wild, beautiful place, and with the
life at sea ; for to his boat he escaped whenever
any little breezes ruffled the surface of domestic life
so that its mirror no longer reflected his own un-